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“Walkin’ in the Light!”      Text – John 8:12      Reading – Eph. 4:1-5:21 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Today we come to second of the seven great “I AM” declarations of Jesus in John’s Gospel.  The first was in ch. 6 where Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.”  But here, Jesus says, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  
Now, I wonder if you have ever been in a situation of total darkness?  I am sure you all remember that Thai boys’ football team that was trapped in a cave for 10 days?  Can you imagine being underground in total darkness?  And then imagine seeing a light coming up through the water and all of a sudden you can see again and you are safe!  Well, Jesus describes Himself here as “the light of the world.”  And then He says that His followers will not walk in darkness but in light.  So what do His words mean?  Is He describing Himself as a torch or a lighthouse, maybe?  During the week, there were some electricians at church fixing lights and wiring and circuits.  Would we be better off getting them to come in and talk to us about lumens and lightbulbs, perhaps?
Well, when it comes to trying to understand what we are reading in the Bible, one really useful thing to do is to look up other passages of the Bible that use the same words or speak about the same ideas.  So to understand what Jesus says here about light and darkness, we will have to look at other parts of the Bible.  So this sermon will be a kind of how-to-study-the-Bible sermon.  And as we do this, we will see that what Jesus says here is actually about salvation and the Christian life.  And all of this is very appropriate as we look forward to celebrating the Lord’s Supper.
So our sermon theme today is: How the Bible Preaches Christ and Christianity in John 8:12.  And our two main headings will simply be Christ and Christianity.
I. So we begin with how the Bible preaches Christ in John 8:12.  And we see this in the first half of the verse where Jesus says, “I am the light of the world.”

A. And of course, our opening question is: Why did Jesus describe Himself this way?  What does ‘light of the world’ mean?  Well, another really helpful Bible study tool is to try and understand the people and the situation of the people that first heard or read the words in the passage you are reading.  And we do this because very often this helps us better understand how these word speak to us.  

1. So who was Jesus speaking to here?  It was the Jews.  And we learned in ch. 7 that Jesus was teaching them during the Feast of Tabernacles.  And last time we saw that a key part of the Feast was the water ceremony that was performed by a priest each day.  Do you remember that B&G?  The priest and the people would go down to a pool and fill a golden bucket with water and then bring it up to the altar in the temple and pour it out.  And we saw that this water ceremony was about a number of OT events and prophecies about Messiah.  And that helped us to understand the significance of what Jesus said in v37, which was, “If anyone thirsts, let Him come to me and drink.”   Jesus was calling the people to believe in Him.  But now Jesus is describing Himself as ‘the light of the world.’  What would or should this have meant to the Jews there that day?  
a. Well, we have already noted that this is the second of the seven “I am…” declarations of Jesus in John’s Gospel: “I AM the light of the world.”  
(1). And we have seen that these statements of Jesus would have reminded the Jews of the time that God revealed Himself to Moses in the burning bush.  We read about that in Exodus 3.  When Moses asked God to tell him His name, God said, My name is I AM.  It was a special name meaning eternal.  
(2). Now, because God forbids the misuse of His name in the Third Commandment, the Jews never said or wrote God’s special name.  In fact, even today, if you look at a Jewish website, you will see that they write G_d.  And they did this and they do this to avoid misusing God’s name.  So, when Jesus said, “I AM…” in the way that He does these seven times, the reaction of the Jews there would have been a kind of ‘Woah!’ did He just say what I thought He said?  Did you hear that?  He is calling Himself God!!   They knew that He was claiming to be God; it is why they kept accusing Him of blasphemy.  So this is one of those seven times that Jesus declares Himself to be God. 

b. But what is the significance of Him declaring Himself to be “the light of the world”?  What would (or should) these words have meant for these Jews?  
(1). Well, once again, let’s think about the occasion when Jesus said this; it was during the Feast of Tabernacles.  
(a). When evening came on the first day of the feast, the crowd gathered in the court of the women.  It was called this not because only women were there but because this was as far into the temple as women were allowed to go.  And around the court of the women were 13 trumpet shaped objects into which people placed their tithes and offerings.  So this place was also called the Treasury.  And if you look at v20, you will see that this was where Jesus was teaching.
(b). And what happened here as darkness fell was a ceremony called The Illumination of the Temple.  Four enormous candelabras with four massive bowls of oil were lit with fire.  It was said that they sent such a blaze of light throughout Jerusalem that every courtyard in the city was lit up with their brilliance.  (Daylight savings – hard for kids to fall asleep)
(2). Now B&G, I want you to imagine that you are Jewish.  You have been brought up with the stories of the OT.  What would (or should) this bright light/fire in the temple remind you of?  
(a). First of all, do you remember what happened after Solomon’s Temple had been built?  We are told that a bright cloud of glorious light came down from heaven and filled the temple.  It was called the Shekinah cloud.  It was a symbol of the presence of God; God was among His people.  
(b). But also, when OT Israel journeyed through the wilderness, they were led, at night-time (in other words, when it was dark) by a pillar of fire.  And the Pillar was similarly a symbol of God’s presence among His people, but it also served the very practical purpose of giving the people light so that they could safely travel through the wilderness to the Promised Land.  
(c). But both the Shekinah cloud and the Pillar of fire also pointed the Jews forward to Messiah who really would be God with His people and who would show them the pathway not to a piece of land in the Middle east but to eternal life with God.  
c. So, in declaring Himself to be the light of the world, Jesus was saying I am God come to be with my people.  I am God with you.  I have come as a human being to live as you live and to become the acceptable sacrifice for your sins.  And in my dying and rising from the dead, I show you the way to receive eternal life in heaven – Believe in me!  Trust in me!  Follow me!  
B. But even when we step away from the symbolism of the FoT, other parts of the Bible give us the same explanation of this verse also:
1. Earlier in the service, we sung Psalm 27.  Verse 1 of that Psalm says, “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?”  So in view of that Psalm, Jesus is saying, I am the Lord who is your light and your salvation.  Trust in me.
2. Another Psalm that references light is Psalm 119:105.  We read, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  And “your word” speaks about the Bible showing us the pathway of salvation and obedience.  But do you remember what the very first verse of John’s Gospel called Jesus?  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  Jesus is the Word of God in the flesh.  So in view of that Psalm, Jesus is saying, I am the light that shows you the pathway of salvation and obedience.
3. So, Jesus is God with us; Jesus is our salvation; Jesus shows us the pathway of salvation and obedience.

C. Now I hope you have heard these Bible references and you can see how they help us understand what Jesus is saying here.  But perhaps you are thinking to yourself, that’s all very well for you, Pastor; you spent three years studying the Bible at seminary and you are in your study all week with all those books on the shelf and Google!  But how am I supposed to figure out these Bible links?  Well, let me tell you about another fantastic Bible study tool – a concordance!  Lists all references to Bible words.
D. Well, putting all that has been said together, Jesus’ message here is that this world is a place of spiritual darkness.   After the Fall into sin by Adam and Eve, the natural condition of every human being is the condition of spiritual darkness.  Spiritually, we are like blind people in an underground cave.  We do not know the truth and we do not know the pathway to fellowship with God.  All we know is sin and unbelief because God is not a part of anything we do.  We are lost and blind and ignorant and destined for an eternity in the fire and torment and horror of hell.  So now listen to Jesus words again: “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  

1. Have you ever cleaned something and thought it was clean but then you move where there is better light and you look again and see that it is still quite dirty?  Well, Jesus is like a massive spotlight that exposes the darkness and corruption of our unbelief and sin and guilt.  But He doesn’t just leave us knowing the fullness of our sin and guilt and unbelief; He also shows us the pathway to fellowship with God - Himself.  We saw this in John 3:17: “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.”  
2. And we are saved when we believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for the forgiveness of my sins.  Have you done this?  Have you received Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord?  Do you know that your sins are forgiven because He is the light of the world?  If so, then you are not walking in darkness; you have the light of life!  Hallelujah!  Amen!  
II. Well, having considered how the Bible preaches Christ in John 8:12, we have already learned a lot about how the Bible preaches Christianity in John 8:12 – to be a Christian is to trust in Jesus Christ for our salvation.  But very briefly, let’s consider one more thing in relation to Christianity that arises from the rest of the verse, “Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

A. There is a danger, you see, that if all we say about this verse is what has already been said then Christianity can be mistakenly viewed as a kind of cheap grace that doesn’t really affect the way we live each day.  If we think of the darkness that Jesus speaks about here only in terms of unbelievers and unbelief, then we don’t see darkness as something the we believers have to think about.  And indeed, the Apostle John, who wrote this Gospel, had to deal with this exact problem in the first of the three letters from him that we find near the back of the NT.  There were people in that congregation who thought that because they were saved, sin didn’t matter; they could live how they liked.
1. So please turn with me to 1 John 1:5 (p. ): “This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.  If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.”  
a. To walk in darkness is to engage in ongoing and repeated sin, without being troubled by it and confessing it and repenting, which means striving to leave that sin behind.  So if we claim to be believers but engage in ongoing and repeated sin, without being troubled by it and confessing it and repenting, we are lying!
b. Instead, as v7 says, “If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.”  And walking in the light does not mean being perfect.  Look at v8, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”  To walk in the light is to hate sin and to love and pursue all that is good.  And when we fall into sin, as v9, says, we confess our sins and receive forgiveness.

c. The point being made here is that just as you could pick any child here and soon be able to work out his or her parents, because children are like their parents, in the same way, children of the God who is light will hate deeds of darkness and love deeds of light.  
d. And if you are wondering what that looks like in daily life, that is why we read from Ephesians 4-5 earlier in the service.  It says there, “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light … find out what pleases the Lord.  Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness.”  
(1). And then we are given a list of the sorts of things that are deeds of darkness – drunkenness, sexual immorality, lying, stealing, bitterness, anger, rude jokes.  Are they the sorts of things that you hate and avoid?  
(2). But we are also given a list of the sorts of things that are deeds of light –speaking the truth, sexual purity, up-building talk, being a hard worker who shares with those in need, kindness, compassion, forgiveness, thanksgiving, submission to authority.  Are these the sorts of things that you love and pursue?
e. But look where these verses ultimately point us: We are not to walk in darkness and instead to walk in the light, but look at the end of v7, “and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.”  And look at v9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  

(1). The heart of Jesus’ message in John 8:12 is look to me, trust in me, believe in me.  I am your salvation!

(2). And this table is not for those who have done enough good.  If it were, none of us could come.  This table is for those who look to the perfect obedience and complete sacrifice of Jesus and trust that in Him all their sins are forgiven.  For it is those who trust in Jesus who have the light of life.  Let’s pray:

